Aylsham Roman Project Update October 2026

We have been excavating the enormous archaeological site at Woodgate Nursery for the last ten years. What we have discovered is quite simply magnificent. Evidence of human activity stretching back over the last ten thousand years. The source of a water supply being the reason for this. We have discovered much evidence of a Roman influenced site. Three pottery kilns, evidence of iron smelting as well as the remains of a bath house discovered in 2025 dating to the late 1st to late 2nd century, and another structure to the south of the bathhouse dating to the 3rd or more likely 4th century. So where is our Roman farm house which must have been the centre of operations? Most likely under the nursery itself!  We have Roman coins dating from 66AD to 390AD. We have two beautiful Iron age coins, one from the Trinovantes tribe dated to about 40BC and one from the Iceni dated to around 10BC to 10AD.  To the south of the lake we have found evidence of an early mediaeval settlement. Beam slots and post holes indicating very basic living areas, along with some really wonderful pieces of pottery. 
We are now in the stages of producing reports, which takes a lot of time. Team members have spent the last twelve months recording all the finds, which are now ready to be sent to specialists for them to evaluate the finds and then report back to Britannia Archaeology, who will in turn produce our first paper about our wonderful site. 
I am well aware that the excitement of digging a site has been lost for the last few months, but I am sure as responsible people you are well aware of why we can’t keep digging holes without writing reports. 
I cannot possibly promise any time soon that we will be getting back into holes with our trowels and brushes, but rest assured I am as keen as anyone to get back into a trench.
I am as ever so thankful for all who have taken part in ARP, in whatever form, whether digging, cleaning, evaluating and of course all those who help to run ARP.
Project Director Peter Purdy
